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LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MINUTES
DATE:  September 21, 2011


TIME:    5:30 p.m.

LOCATION:   Auditorium



MEMBERS PRESENT:
J. Fyfe, Chair; D. Patterson, J.Garofalo, P. Fyfe-Horne, C. Beale
MEMBERS ABSENT:
M. Nevins 

OTHERS PRESENT:    T. Long, Advocate; E. Fischer Nagji, VOPA; B. Duffy, PGH; D. Banks, Brother’s Keeper; M. Curseen; K. Paluszak
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION/INFORMATION
	ACTION/RESPONSIBILITY
	DATE

	Approval of June 15 minutes
	Minutes of June 15 were approved as written.

	
	

	Public Comments
	E. Nagji, VOPA, stated that VOPA is looking at their new objectives for the upcoming year.  Comments are welcome and can be made at the website.
	
	

	Election of Officers
	Motion was made for J. Fyfe to continue as Chair until January to give new members time to be oriented.  D. Patterson, Vice Chair; M. Nevins, Secretary.  Motion carried.  D. Patterson then asked to resign as Vice Chair due to possibility of not making majority of meetings.  Resignation accepted and C. Beale was nominated and approved as Vice Chair.

	
	

	Re-appointments
	J. Fyfe and D. Patterson were reappointed.

	
	

	Membership
	Need new members.  The new quarterly report form lists the steps to recruit and solicit membership.  Consumer must have received mental health services within the past five years.  Membership was reviewed and committee decided to increase membership from six to nine.  T. Long will assist with getting names of two consumers and a healthcare provider.  D. Banks will see if he can assist with names.

	T. Long and D. Banks will assist with names for potential members.
	

	Community Provider’s Report
	D. Banks from Brother’s Keeper provided an overview of the services they provide.  They mentor and provide mental health support to children in school who have challenges.  They serve five counties.  Staff members are mental health professionals and two are licensed.  They have the following programs:  case management, redirection, crisis intervention, 1:1 counseling, parent’s night, outings, in-home and summer.  Mr. Banks will attend one meeting a year and provide quarterly reports as designated by SHRC.

	
	

	Follow-up
	Patient C.S. attended the meeting to provide an update on the status of her psychiatric re-evaluation.  She stated she no longer wanted the hospital to provide an independent evaluator because she is inheriting some money from an aunt and will hire a lawyer to find one.
	
	

	Director’s Report
	B. Duffy reported for the Director.  Complaint boxes have been purchased and will be installed in each unit’s dayroom with instructions.  The boxes will be checked for complaints every morning with the exception of weekends and holidays.  Each patient complaint will be on a separate form.  

Center for Medicaid/Medicare surveyors came unannounced on September 6th and did a 2½ day survey.  Dr. Herrick will provide details when report has been received.
	
	

	Advocate’s Report
	T. Long stated that S. Miles resigned and the position was split into two positions, M. Curseen and K. Paluszeak.   Mr. Curseen stated his role and will provide technical assistance whenever the committee needs it.  


	
	

	Other Business
	None

	
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  The next scheduled meeting is November 21, 2011.
	
	


Respectfully Submitted:

_________________________________



                                                                               


Brenda Duffy, Recorder






John Fyfe, Chair
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