Piedmont Local Human Rights Committee Meeting Minutes  –  April 17, 2013
Members Present  –  M. Nevins, Acting Chair, K. Gold, J. Bankston, W. Daniel, & C. Starke 

Members Absent  –  D. Norfleet & S. Sprague

Others Present – T. Long, Advocate, B. Garnes, Regional Advocate, Amelia Residential Estates, Apex Day Support, Bridgeway Residential Services, LLC, Bright Futures of Virginia, LLC, Brothers’ Keepers, Inc., Counseling & Advocacy Associates, Crossroads Community Services Board, Faces of Hope, LLC., Helton House, Hope Tree Family Services, Mary’s Rest Home, Miah’s House, Piedmont Geriatric Hospital, & Virginia Family Services, Inc.

Absent – Family & Adolescent Services & Levoc Family Services

Call to Order - Meeting was called to order by Chair M. Nevins, Chair at 5:35 p.m.
Introductions – All members and providers introduced themselves and welcomed.

Approval of Minutes - The PGH January 2013 minutes were approved with no corrections.

Public Comments – None

Old Business – The affiliates voted and passed it would be their responsibility to;

1) Hire and pay a Treasurer and Secretary for the LHRC 

a. Crystal Burgess & Barbara Vinis from Hopetree Family Services volunteered to become the new Treasurers and will serve this position together. Dr. Herrick agreed to train these ladies becoming familiarized with the So. Side area 
2) Each Affiliation will each pay $200 per year as annual dues
3) Affiliates will provide food for members at regular quarterly meetings

4) Would pay LHRC mileage to any member who wishes to submit their travel – at present no one currently serving on the LHRC wishes to be reimbursed for travel.  However will leave the option on the table in the event any future members wish to be paid for their travel.  
New Business  -  It was announced C. Beale former Chair has moved from the area after taking employment in another state, therefore M. Nevins was acting Chair. 

Human Rights Advocate Update  T. Long –

1) Chris Training – there had been complaints about the system.  She reported there were a Phase I & II training ongoing.  Everyone could contact Margaret Walsh with questions or concerns.  System is convoluted and very difficult to use currently

2) Office of Human Rights is doing a Human Rehab survey with these surveys being sent out to providers within the next week from Old Dominion University.  All providers are asked to review and submit.  

3) T. Long again announced the LHRC was in dire need of seeking 3 – 4 new committee members and asked all the affiliates to please see if anyone had any possible names that would be willing to serve on this committee.

A prior request was mailed to C. Beale from Meridian Behavioral Health Systems, Kenbridge Youth Academy (KYA), to become an affiliation of the Piedmont LHRC.  A presentation was made by Cherrie Tolley, VP of Operations and Patricia Hamilton, CAO of the facility, explaining the operation and handling of this new Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility in Kenbridge.  After presentation and verification all accreditations were in place, brochures were distributed to members with a short question and answer period.  A motion was made by M. Nevins and second by K. Gold to accept this affiliation.  Motion carried and the Meridan Behavioral Health Systems – KYA was welcomed a board.

Affiliates Reports - All Affiliates presented a report for their prior quarter’s activities and given to Advocates.  

1) Amelia Residential  -  0 complaints  / no issues

2) APEX Day Support  -   0  complaints / no issues

3) Bridgeway Residential Services, LLC – 1 incident / no issues

4) Bright Futures of Virginia, LLC  - Waiting for Licensure

5) Brother’s Keepers, Inc.  -  0 complaints

6) Counseling & Advocacy Associates – 0 complaints

7) Crossroads Community Services Board  - 2 abuse complaints – none founded

8) Faces of Hope – 0 altercations

9) Helton House – 7 incidents – 1 hospitalization
10) Hope Tree Family Services – 1 abuse – pending – transferred to home care 

11) Mary’s Rest Home – 0 complaints

12) Miah’s House – 0 complaints 

13) Piedmont Geriatric Hospital – 3 abuse accusations – all unfounded 10 complaints – all resolved.

Notification of name changes were made by Mary’s Rest Home to Quality Devine Services, Inc., Virginia Youth Outreach Services, Inc., will not be known as Virginia Family Services, Inc. and a report was given by C. Roberts that Institute for Family Centered Services will be closing within the next few weeks. 

T. Long reminded all affiliates their quarterly reports MUST be sent by the deadline previously stated and received by either Beverly or herself otherwise citations will be assessed to any group that doesn’t honor these guidelines.  Our next LHRC meeting is July 17th and the deadline is July 9th at 5:00 p.m. for receiving these reports.  These reports can be either faxed or emailed to T. Long or B. Garnes.  

David Banks was thanked for providing the food for this month’s LHRC meeting.

Adjournment - Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
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