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LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MINUTES
DATE:  November 21, 2011


TIME:    5:30 p.m.

LOCATION:   Auditorium


MEMBERS PRESENT:
C. Beale, Vice Chair; J.Garofalo, M. Nevins
MEMBERS ABSENT:
P. Fyfe-Horne, J. Fyfe,Chair
OTHERS PRESENT:    T. Long, Advocate; E. Fischer Nagji, VOPA; S. Herrick, Director; L. Slaughter, Psy; K. Paluszak, Regional Advocate; J. Willis, Charlotte Crossing
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION/INFORMATION
	ACTION/RESPONSIBILITY
	DATE

	Call to Order
	C. Beale, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:40 p.m.


	
	

	Introductions
	Members and guests introduced themselves.


	
	

	Approval of September Minutes
	Minutes of September 21 were approved with corrections.

	
	

	Public Comments
	E. Nagji, VOPA, stated that VOPA objectives have been finalized.

	
	

	Community Providers Report
	J. Willis from Charlotte Crossing gave an overview of the program: 
·  the program started in 2009 in Charlotte Court House.  There are 20 people in the program at this time.  

· the program operates from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily.  

· transportation is provided by Logista-Care.  

· majority of the clients live in group homes.  

· there are two sessions daily which address anger management, relationships, medications, interaction in the community and life issues.

· Charlotte Crossing will begin to furnish a hot meal at lunch on December 1.    
· 4 staff – 1 QMHP, 2 support staff and J. Willis
· Medicaid funded

· there is a six month preauthorization on all clients

· no Human Rights complaints

	
	

	Behavior Management Committee
	L. Slaughter, Licensed Clinical Psychologist, at PGH provided information on the Behavior Management Committee.
· Committee was formed in 2002
· Review policies and procedures to balance with patient rights and treatment plan
· Consultative body to clinical teams

· Review all restrictive plans – 15 patients on restrictive plans 

K. Paluszak suggested that the committee meet in the next few weeks to review the plans.  All plans will be reviewed annually with updates quarterly.


	T. Long to set up meeting
	ASAP

	PGH Summary Review of Abuse/Neglect Allegations
	Dr. Herrick provided a review of abuse/neglect allegations for the period August 1 – October 31, 2011.
· Six cases closed

· 3 cases pending

· 2 cases founded

Dr. Herrick will report on the Complaint system as well, at the next meeting.  

	.
	

	Review of PGH Restrictive Policies
	The Committee reviewed the following Hospital Instructions:
1. Accountability for Patients HI No. 229

2. Use of Visual Equipment for Surveillance  HI No. 520
3. Seclusion and Restraint HI No. 210
4. Special Observation and Monitoring of Patients HI No. 118

5. Risk Alert Assessment HI No. 408
Committee approved all Hospital Instructions.


	
	

	Recruitment Needs
	K. Paluszak stated that the committee needs 7 – 9 members, now have 5.  There are 4 – 5 providers that should help provide names of potential committee members.
Dr. Herrick will mention that the LHRC is recruiting for family members for the committee at the December Patient/Family Gathering.
Please e-mail T. Long if you know of any potential members.


	
	

	Director’s Report
	Centers for Medicaid/Medicare surveyors came November 1st for a three day full survey.  They were pleased with the progress that PGH has made toward the Plan of Correction from the September survey.  There were no deficiencies found during the Nov. survey.  We still have to proceed with the Plan of Correction.
Dr. Herrick will give an update when final report is received.


	
	

	Advocate’s Report
	T. Long congratulated Dr. Herrick & staff for a  great job with the CMS survey.

	
	

	Regional Advocate’s Report
	K. Paluszak reported that at the June 2010 meeting, a new provider request was presented.  

Excerpt taken from June 2010 minutes – “Gerry O’Neill, Richmond Regional Director, of Institute for Family Centered Services gave an overview of services.  They have been in business since 1988 with offices in VA, MD, NC, and FL providing in-home services for families.  Their goal is to keep children in the home and prevent psychiatric hospitalization.  Most are Medicaid cases.

Due to no quorum, the Committee could not vote on affiliation.”
This request will be addressed as soon as possible.

	T. Long will arrange to have a representative from the Institute for Family Centered Services present to provide information on the program.
	ASAP

	Other Business
	None

	
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  The next meeting is to be announced.
	T. Long
	ASAP


Respectfully Submitted:

_________________________________



                                                                               


Sandra Clements, Recorder





Chuck Beale, Vice Chair
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