PiedmontGeriatric Hospital

A LEADER IN GERIATRIC PSYCHIATRY

LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MINUTES

DATE: July 16, 2008 TIME: 5:30 p.m. LOCATION: Auditorium

MEMBERS PRESENT: D. Nelms, Chair; J. Fyfe, Vice Chair; D. Patterson, M. Nevins, E. Patterson
MEMBERS ABSENT: G. Rochelle
OTHERS PRESENT: S. Miles, Regional Advocate; M. Walsh, SHRD; S. Herrick, Ph.D., Fac. Director; W. Small, Advocate; B. Coleman VOPA,; S. Clements, Recorder

TOPIC DISCUSSION/INFORMATION ACTION/RESPONSIBILITY DATE

Approval of minutes Minutes were approved as written.
June 24

Discussion of Request | \; \walsh provided information on questions posed by the Committee.
to Become LHRC for

VCBR e Liability — Attorney General’s office would serve as counsel
should a suit arise

e Attorney General representative — Karen Walters serves as
liaison for all LHRC's

e Trial Basis — Yes. If the trial does not work, would need an
extension to create a new committee or make some sort of
alternative plan

e Level 4 of the complaint system — would be the State Human
Rights Committee. It is felt that most complaints will be resolved
before reaching this level.

VCBR staff will be available to attend meetings, by invitation, to answer
questions, or provide information. VCBR Director or his designee will
attend meetings just as Dr. Herrick does from PGH.

If the workload increases the committee can split or membership can be
increased and sub-committees formed.
Week of July

Dr. Herrick provided information on the Office of the Inspector General | S: Miles to provide OIG reports for VCBR and | 5q
(OIG). Dr. Herrick will provide copies of the OIG reports for VCBR and | PGH to members.
PGH to committee members.

Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy (VOPA) — Brenda Coleman
is Piedmont’s representative. VCBR will have its own representative.

After discussion, the Chair asked for a motion on this request. M.
Nevins made a motion for this Local Human Rights Committee to accept
the position as LHRC for VCBR for a trial period of one year. D.
Patterson seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
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ACTION/RESPONSIBILITY

DATE

Members were asked to consider who from VCBR they want to attend
the meetings.

M. Walsh noted that the Commissioner will make some exemption
changes.

Committee members wishing to go on a tour of VCBR will arrive
promptly at 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, September 17, for a tour prior to
the regular meeting.

B. Small will contact members with
information — where to meet, what items
cannot be carried into the facility

James Dyson
appointment

James Dyson’s appointment came through on Friday, July 11. He will
be eligible to attend the next meeting.

Advocate’s Report

B. Small reported that on July 7 he sent a certified/return receipt letter to
Gina Rochelle inquiring whether she wants to continue her membership
or withdraw it. A response was requested by July 15. The receipt was
received on July 11 and as of this date; no response has been received
from Ms. Rochelle.

M. Nevins made a motion to send a letter to G. Rochelle thanking her for
her interest in the Committee, but due to her inability to attend meetings,
her membership is being withdrawn. Mr. Patterson seconded the motion
and it was unanimously carried. S. Miles will contact the potential
candidate for membership.

B. Small to send letter to G. Rochelle

S. Miles or B. Small will contact candidate for
membership.

ASAP

ASAP

Director’s Comments

Dr. Herrick reported that The Joint Commission was here this week for
Piedmont’s Periodic Performance Review. He stated that we did well,
there were a few things found that we need to do a Plan of Correction on
within three months.

B. Small noted that VCBR is preparing for Joint Commission. They are
not accredited at this time.

M. Nevins inquired whether there had been any incidents since the last
Advocate’s report that Committee members received. B. Small indicated
that there had been one incident since he began work in May. M.
Nevins also requested a report on what system changes were made in
regard to the elopement investigation. Dr. Herrick and B. Small will
provide a report of system changes relating to that investigation.

Dr. Herrick and B. Small will provide report on
system changes relating to the elopement
investigation.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for
September 17. Members requesting a tour will arrive at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:

Sandra Clements, Recorder

David Nelms, Chair




