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LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE MINUTES  

DATE:  July 18, 2007


TIME:    5:30 p.m.

LOCATION:   Auditorium

MEMBERS PRESENT:
D. Nelms, Chair; D. Patterson, M. Nevins, J. Fyfe, T. Keller
MEMBERS ABSENT:
E. Patterson, G. Rochelle 
OTHERS PRESENT:
A. Stiles, Advocate; S. Herrick, Ph.D., Director; J. Ayers, Facility Administrator; S. Clements, Recorder

	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION/INFORMATION
	ACTION/RESPONSIBILITY
	DATE

	Approval of minutes of May 16, 2007
	The minutes of May 16, 2007 were approved as written.


	
	

	Facility Administrator Profile
	Dr. Herrick introduced James Ayers, Facility Administrator to the Committee.  Mr. Ayers gave the committee with an overview of his role at the facility.

	
	

	Response to letter to SHRC
	Anne Stiles reported that the Committee should be receiving a response from the SHRC in the next week regarding the ban of tobacco on facility grounds.  Anne suggested that the Committee form a sub-committee to reply to SHRC’s response.  The SHRC wants to know what part of the regulations are violated.  A motion was made and carried to form a sub-committee.
Ms. Stiles distributed a draft of “Tobacco-free Living in Psychiatric Settings” produced by the National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors.  During discussion of the draft, it was noted that PGH does not have any patients who smoke.  The Committee decided that since no patients are smoking, it is not their mission to advocate on behalf of staff.  The Committee passed a motion to withdraw the motion to form a sub-committee to reply to the SHRC on the tobacco ban.  
Ms. Stiles stated that the Attorney General’s Office is reviewing the Commissioner’s mandate.
	
	

	Therapeutic Interventions
	Anne Stiles reported that Hospital Instruction #112 Therapeutic Interactions was distributed to all staff in the annual inservice packet as the human rights portion.  A Demonstration of Competency questionnaire was attached for staff to complete and return to A. Stiles.  


	
	

	Advocate’s Reports – May and June
	The Advocate’s reports for May and June were reviewed.  A. Stiles reported that the Recovery Team has formed sub-committees to work on different areas of recovery and meet the requirements of the Department.  
M. Nevins noted that the June report stated there was an increase in medication errors on 2 West.  This is partially due to closer monitoring and is being addressed by Unit Coordinators.  

	
	

	Advocate’s Comments
	Anne Stiles distributed a new Hospital Instruction #113 Patient Identification to Committee members.  Patients will now wear a thin ID bracelet instead of a photo ID.  There are several other Hospital Instructions that will have to be revised to be consistent with the new HI.
Ms. Stiles stated that there are two investigations in progress.  One is an allegation of sexual abuse at a Crossroads group home (this Committee is LHRC for Crossroads) and has been referred to the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Department to investigate.  The second investigation is at PGH.  It involves a patient who has been here for a year and during that time their pacemaker was not checked.  This might warrant a new policy/procedure.  

Ms. Stiles said that SHRC is asking for feedback on the Human Writes newsletter.  The Committee did not have any comments.
Ms. Stiles reported that the LHRC seminar will be held on September 13 in Richmond.  More information will be forthcoming.  

The new human rights regulations will be coming out on September 20.

	
	

	Director’s Comments
	Dr. Herrick told the Committee that there are three oversight offices in the state system.  One is the Office of the Inspector General (OIG). PGH had a survey (based on Recovery) by the OIG’s office several months ago and we have to submit a plan and then follow-up reports for the next two years.
Another is the Virginia Office of Protection and Advocacy (VOPA). VOPA has appointed an attorney to look into some issues at PGH.

The LHRC is the third.  Dr. Herrick is considering suggesting some areas the LHRC may wish to address, especially on the state level.  The Committee expressed its desire to work with the Director for patient benefit.


	
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting adjourned at  7:05 p.m.  The next scheduled meeting is August 15, 2007, but will not be held unless necessary.  Anne will keep the Committee informed.
	
	


Respectfully Submitted:

_________________________________



                                                                               


Sandra Clements, Recorder





David Nelms, Chair
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